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Sentence and Punishment: Provide for Reform for Individuals 
Supervised under Accountability Courts, the Department of 

Community Supervision, and the State Board of Pardons and 
Paroles and Enact Reforms Recommended by the Georgia Council 

on Criminal Justice Reform; Amend Title 15 and Section 6 of 
Chapter 3 of Title 49 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 

Relating to Courts and Functions of a County or District 
Department of Family and Children Services, respectively, so as to 
Require Veterans Court Divisions to Adhere to the same Policies, 

Procedures, and Standards as other Accountability Courts; Change 
Provisions Relating to Family Treatment Court Divisions; Provide 
for Protocols Involving Family Treatment Court Divisions; Amend 

Article 1 of Chapter 10 of Title 17, Title 42, and Section 54 of 
Chapter 1 of Title 51 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, 
Relating to the Procedure for Sentencing and the Imposition of 

Punishment, Penal Institutions, and the Program and Treatment 
Completion Certificate, respectively, so as to Provide for a 

Behavioral Incentive Date under certain Circumstances; Change 
Provisions Relating to active Probation Supervision; Provide for 

the Use of Updated Evaluation Tools; Provide for Matters Related 
to Probation; Provide for the Board of Community Supervision to 

Issue Program and Treatment Completion Certificates; Create 
certain rebuttable Presumptions pertinent to Individuals Issued 

such Certificates; Modify Provisions Relating to the Confidentiality 
of Records and Information Held by the State Board of Pardons 

and Paroles under certain Circumstances; Allow Community 
Supervision Officers to Provide Supervision to Defendants in 
certain Accountability Courts under certain Circumstances; 

Provide for Definitions; Allow the Prosecuting Attorney and Victim 
of a Crime to Submit Information to the State Board of Pardons 

and Paroles relative to Its Consideration of the Parole or 
conditional Release of an Inmate; Require that Conditions of 

Probation be Imposed as Conditions of Parole when a Defendant is 
Serving a split Sentence; Provide for Notice of certain Hearings; 
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Clarify Provisions Relating to Commutation; Provide for Related 
Matters; Repeal Conflicting Laws; and for Other Purposes 

History 
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 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . Id.
 . Id.

supra 
 . Id. 
 . Id. 
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 . Id.
 . See id.

 . Id. 
 . Id.  supra  

supra
 . Id. 

Doing Less Time: Some States Cut Back on Probation

 . Id.
 . Id.
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 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . See supra
 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . Id.
 . See supra  
 . Id.
 . Id. 
 . Id.

Id. 
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 . Id.
 . See id. 

 . See id.
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Bill Tracking of SB 174 

Consideration and Passage by the Senate 

 . See supra 
A Republican Governor Is Leading the Country’s Most Successful Prison 

Reform

 . Id. 

 . Id. 
 

 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . Compare with 

 . Compare 
with 

 . Compare 
with 
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Consideration and Passage by the House 

 

 
 

 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . Compare with
 . Compare with  
 . Compare with

 . Compare with

 . Compare with
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The Act 

 . Compare with

 . Compare with
 

 . Compare with

 . Compare with

 . Compare with

 
 

 . See  
 

 

9

Navratil and Hill: SB 174 - Probation and Early Release

Published by Reading Room, 2017



Section 1-1 

Section 1-2 

 . See supra 
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Section 1-3 

Section 1-4 

Section 1-5 

and 

 . Id.
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or 

Section 2-1 

Section 2-2 

 . See 
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Section 2-3 

 

 . Id.
 

 . Id. 
 

 . See
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Section 2-4 

Section 2-5 

Section 2-6 

Section 2-7 

 . See

 . See  
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Section 2-8 

Section 2-9 

 . See 

 . See supra 

 . See supra 
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Section 2-10 

Section 2-11 

 . Id.

 . Id. 
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Section 2-12 

Section 2-13 

 . See

 . Id. 
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Section 2-14 

Section 2-15 

 . Id. 

 . Id.
 . Id. 
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Section 2-16 

Section 2-17 

Analysis 

Recommendation for Rebuttal Presumption of Probation 

 

 . See supra 
 . Id.
 . Id.
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Courts’ Discretion to Sentence First-Time, Non-Violent Offenders 
to Imprisonment 

never

 . Id. 
 . Id.  
 . Compare with supra 

 . Id.
 . See

supra 
 . Id.
 . See
 . See supra
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The Act’s Effect on Georgia’s Prison Population 

supra 

Id.
 . Id.
 . Id.
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Recommendation for Probation Termination After Three Years 

any

Courts May Still Continue Probation Beyond Three Years 

 . See supra
supra  

 . Id.  
 . Id.
 . Id.
 . See id.
 . Id.
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Support for Terminating Probation After Three Years 

 . See
 . See supra 

see also 

 . See 
 . See supra
 . See supra 
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 . See 

 . Id.
 . Id.
 . Id.

supra 
Early Termination of Supervision: No Compromise to 

Community Safety

 . Id.
 . See supra 
 . See

Louisiana takes Major Step to Reduce Its Prison Population

supra 
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Building on the Act by Reducing Offender Re-incarcerations for 
Technical Violations 

 . See id.
 . Id. 
 . Id.

supra 
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Id.
 . Id.
 . Id. 
 . Id. 
 . Id.
 . Id.
 . See supra 

supra
 . Id.
 . Id.
 . Id. 
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