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§§ 40-2-23, 48-5-441, -441.1, 48-5B-1, 48-8-3, Mar. 1, 2013

Summary: This Act establishes a comprehensive tax reform for the
state of Georgia. This bill began in the 2010 legislative session with
HB 1405, but failed to pass in both the 2010 and 2011 legislative
sessions. This bill implements a number of tax cuts, exemptions, and
credits for individuals, industry, and agriculture, while at the same time

eliminating some tax benefits that were formerly available........................

STATE GOVERNMENT
Open and Public Meetings

Code Sections: O.C.G.A. §§ 15-12-11 (amended); 15-16-10 (amended);
20-2-55 (amended); 31-7-402, -405 (amended); 33-2-8.1 (amended);
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Georgia Laws: 2012 Ga. Laws 218

Effective Date: July 1,2012

Summary: The Act clarifies Georgia’s open records and open meetings
laws regarding state government in order to increase transparency and
lessen the confusion surrounding ambiguous sunshine laws. The Act
also provides for criminal and civil remedies and reduces the cost of
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Code Sections: O.C.G.A. §§ 50-4-1 to -7 (amended); 50-4-20 to -24
(new)

Bill Number: HB 456

Georgia Laws: N/A

Effective Date: N/A

Summary: The bill would have created a joint committee, the
Legislative Sunset Advisory Committee (LSAC), which would have
been responsible for reviewing the efficiency and productivity of state
agencies. The bill set forth procedures and criteria for agency reporting
and LSAC review. Agencies would have been required to cooperate
with the LSAC upon request, to submit any records, and to submit
reports for review. The LSAC could have made recommendations to
the General Assembly for the abolition, continuation, or reorganization
of the agencies it reviewed. If the LSAC recommended that an agency
be abolished, the abolishment would have become automatic one year
after the recommendation, if the General Assembly found by joint
resolution that the laws for which the agency is responsible had been
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repealed, revised, or reassigned, and the agency’s debts were
transferred. Agencies established by constitutional provision would not
have been subject to automatic abolishment. Further, the LSAC could
have recommended elimination, privatization, consolidation, transfer,
or reorganization of an agency’s programs when it determined that
those programs were redundant. The bill would have also provided for
the automatic abolishment of boards, commissions, advisory councils,
or similar bodies that had not held an open public meeting for more
than a year. The bill would have only applied to state entities funded
through a state appropriations aACt...........c.ecveeveereeriereerieeirereeseesreeseeeseeenenns 162
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American Law and Government Displays (Displays) may be published.
When the law was originally enacted, local municipalities and political
subdivisions could place the Displays in courthouses and judicial
facilities. As revised, the Act allows both the State and all
municipalities and political subdivisions to post the Displays in any
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related arrests to the Department of Human Services. The Act requires
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benefits. Those who test positive for drugs become ineligible for TANF
benefits for a certain period of time. When a parent of a dependent
child tests positive for drugs, a protective payee shall be designated to

receive benefits on behalf of the child............cc..ooooviiiiiiiiiii
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214

Code Sections: 10-1-350 to -59 (amended); 10-1-360 to -63 (new); 10-1-360.1

(new); 16-8-12 (amended); 40-3-36, -56 (amended)
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2012; § 10-1-360.1, effective upon the date in which there is an appropriation

of funds required to carry out the goal of the new Code section

Summary: The Act revises and supplements existing code as it
regulates secondary metals recyclers. Important registry information
was added to existing law. Secondary metals recyclers now must
maintain more thorough records, including photocopies of the regulated
property, of the seller’s and deliverer’s identification, and of the check
or voucher provided. All registration information is now compiled into
a Georgia Bureau of Investigation database and will be available
statewide. Additional safeguards include restricted buying hours for
secondary metals recyclers and further specification of what metals

may be sold without the seller carrying a license.........c.eceevvereerreecvenenennen.
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Summary: The Act seeks to curb the growth of Georgia’s prison
population by decreasing sentences for certain nonviolent theft crimes
and drug crimes, and enhance community-based supervision of
probationers by permitting probation supervisors to impose graduated
sanctions without subsequent judicial intervention and expanding the
use of electronic monitoring. To reduce recidivism, the Act provides
for a statewide system of accountability courts and requires the Georgia
Board of Corrections to establish rules and regulations for managing
inmates and probationers in accordance with evidence based practices,
and to track performance outcomes. The Act also expands the list of
mandated reporters of child abuse to include nurses’ aides and
pregnancy and reproductive health center personnel and volunteers,
eliminates the statute of limitations for certain crimes against children,
and restricts access to certain criminal records, including records of
arrests that do not result in prosecution, to law enforcement and court
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DOMESTIC RELATIONS
Parent and Child Relationship Generally

Code Section: O.C.G.A. § 19-7-3 (amended)
Bill Number: HB 1198

Georgia Laws: 2012 Ga. Laws 860

Effective Date: May 1, 2012

Summary: The Act provides courts the authority to award grandparents
reasonable visitation rights to their grandchildren when the child’s
parent is unable to exercise his or her own discretion regarding

visitation because of death, incarceration, or incapacitation.......................

CIVIL PRACTICE

Arbitration

Code Sections: O.C.G.A. §§ 9-9-20 to -29 (new); §§ 9-9-30 to -43
(amended); §§ 9-9-44 to -59 (new)

Bill Number: SB 383
Georgia Laws: 2012 Ga. Laws 961
Effective Date: July 1, 2012

Summary: The Act repeals the previous international transactions
portion of the arbitration code and establishes an entirely new
framework governing international commercial arbitration. Parties to
an international contract containing an arbitration agreement may now
look solely to the Act for rights, remedies, and procedures relating to
the international arbitral process, rather than having to refer to the
domestic code and international code in tandem. The Act is based upon
the UNCITRAL Model Arbitration Law, as amended in 2006, and
includes several provisions adopted from other states and countries, as
well as new provisions unique to Georgia. The Act is compatible with
federal law, including international treaties, and serves arbitration’s

goals of fairness, efficiency, and party autonomy ............cceceeeverveecrervennen.
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